Georgia College & State University TIMES TALK

Sponsored by the American Democracy Project 
The following participation guidelines for the Times Talk Series are based on the Joseph Campbell Foundation Conversations of a Higher Order web site. The Times Talk Series provides an opportunity for the exchange of ideas in a scholarly environment. Please use these guidelines in order to encourage a high level of civil discourse and mutual respect. 

1. Respect others' opinions: These are Conversations, not Conversions. 'Conversation' comes from the Latin words con ('with') and verso ('opposite'). We expect diverse opinions to be expressed in these discussions, and welcome them. Remember, just because you disagree with what someone has to say doesn't mean they don't get to say it. Should the opinion of another spark your anger or scorn, rather than your spirit or mind, please take a deep breath and consider before making an ungenerous response. Ranting can seem terribly gratifying in the short term, but it is a very ineffective form of communication.
The same can be said of ad hominem attacks, wherein a person who is unhappy with another person’s opinion attacks the person rather than discussing the ideas that caused distress. If a conversation becomes particularly heated, the facilitator may call for a temporary cease-fire; please respect this request and use the time to calm down and sort out your thoughts.
2. Come clear of mind: Our discussions are designed to contribute to a culture of inquiry contrasted to an ideological debate. Consider keeping a journal as you read widely, and please read other periodicals in addition to the New York Times – The Colonnade, Wall Street Journal, Atlanta Journal Constitution, Macon Telegraph, weekly news magazines, journals and course material – to prepare for the Wednesday discussions.  

3. Respect this opportunity: The New York Times is brought to GCSU through the generosity of the Student Government Association Student Affairs Budget Committee and the Office of the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs. Please consider the broader context: Georgia College is one of 230 public universities participating in the American Democracy Project, a collaboration of the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), the organization that administers the national project and the primary funding resource, the New York Times.  Incidentally, the New York Times is generously underwriting the cost of weekly pizzas and purchasing Times Talk advertising in the Colonnade.
4. Pay attention: If possible, read the article prior to Wednesday at 12:30 pm. Use the online Times to access the article (www.nytimes.com) or drop by the American Democracy Project  office (Beeson hall, lower level) for copies of the paper from which the article is drawn.

5. Be polite: The principle of civil discourse and respect for academic inquiry are core values. Just as important, is the value of listening to “the other.” Everyone has a right to his or her opinion. The United States Constitution’s First Amendment provides for freedom of speech. 
6. Talk: Last, but not least, participate. Use the Times Talk sessions to “exercise your voice” and use your critical thinking, analytical, articulation, and evaluation skills. There are NO GRADES, NO PAPERS, and NO EXPECTATIONS other than abiding by these guidelines and ENJOYING THE SPIRIT OF INQUIRY reflected in the New York Times, the newspaper of “national record.” 
Best regards,
The American Democracy Project
