Academic Programs of Distinction: Abstracts

Science to Serve: A low level of scientific knowledge among the U.S. population has considerably hindered its economic preeminence and social development. Science to Serve is a distinctive framework at GCSU that embraces a significant number of formal and informal interdisciplinary practices with the single purpose of advancing the interest, engagement, and understanding of science and technology by people of all ages and backgrounds. That is, Science to Serve aims to make science “real” to those who might not ordinarily be engaged so that they see the role of science to life, in education, and to the economy. Primary support for this unique framework comes from the Office of Academic Outreach, the Department Biological & Environmental Sciences, the Department of Chemistry & Physics, the Science Education Center, and faculty from Middle Grades Education. This rich tradition of effectively communicating and instilling the usefulness of science to diverse communities has resulted in an impressive host of resources, programs, courses, and activities that are cross-disciplinary in scope. Science to Serve garners broad-based support from the university community and myriad constituencies beyond the campus with faculty and students of all majors serving as ambassadors of science. Partnerships with key statewide and national organizations have further strengthened this initiative and external funding has exceeded $2 million to date. For a relatively small liberal arts university in a rural location, this remarkably large number of resources focused on civic engagement through science is extraordinary. The Science to Serve framework will provide a cohesive, coherent and comprehensive structure that will greatly enhance opportunities for acquiring external support if selected as one of GCSU’s academic programs of distinction.
Mentored, Field-Based Cohort Model (MFBC): Strengthening teacher preparation is essential to improving the nation’s schools. The visibility and importance of the teacher education mission has never been higher nor has the call for more effective teacher education ever been louder. The School of Education’s (SoE) faculty mentored, field-based cohort (MFBC) model of educator preparation is achieving results and providing answers to the crisis in teacher education. The MFBC model, implemented in Macon in 1989, is currently offered through every department and in five programs in the SoE on the Milledgeville and Macon campuses. Students enter programs in cohorts (groups of about 20) through a selective admissions process that requires each applicant to demonstrate academic excellence and commitment to children’s learning. Each cohort is assigned a Mentor Leader for the duration of their program. 94% of SoE faculty is regularly involved in the MFBC model as teachers, field supervisors, or mentor leaders. MFBC programs rely upon strong collaborations with faculty in the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences, enjoy the support of the GCSU administration and have a solid reputation in the P-12 and professional education community. The key metrics of MFBC achievement are the 91% retention rate of MFBC graduates after they are employed and a 99% record of placement of MFBC graduates in teaching or graduate school. Other achievements include the record of student and faculty leadership in and recognition by professional organizations. The MFBC model of educator preparation exemplifies the best in professional education based upon the liberal arts values and traditions coupled with the SoE’s mission of graduating educators who are Architects of Change. GCSU’s support for this program as a “pillar of distinction” will bring national recognition for the preparation of educators with the intellectual power, vision and leadership to meet the challenges of a diverse society in the global economy.

Flannery O’Connor Studies: Flannery O’Connor Studies at GCSU is centered in the Department of English, Speech, and Journalism and in the Library. GCSU is unique in having, in one place, a major author’s home (Andalusia), most of the author’s most significant papers (O’Connor Collection, GCSU Library), the scholarly journal devoted to the author (Flannery O’Connor Review), and O’Connor-related coursework for undergraduate and graduate students. While GCSU already has a strong track record of promoting its most famous graduate through sponsoring publications and conferences and through the creation of museum exhibits, we can increase the value of O’Connor Studies to GCSU as donors and opportunities arise. GCSU should create a new entity to expand and improve what we do with O’Connor here—perhaps a Center for O’Connor Studies with its own building, staff, etc. Related projects for GCSU to consider are the following: increasing funding for ever-improving O’Connor museum exhibits; acquiring space and hiring staff for O’Connor programs, especially the Flannery O’Connor Review; improving support for visiting scholars; offering more O’Connor-related coursework, perhaps through a visiting faculty program; sponsoring more conferences and NEH Institutes/Seminars; expanding our publication programs—through the Georgia Digital Innovation Group and/or a new Book Arts program; broadening our cooperation with the Flannery O’Connor—Andalusia Foundation and other institutions/groups, in part to develop Milledgeville as a tourist destination and to assist local educators; increasing the hours the Special Collections section of the GCSU Library is open; increasing the holdings of Special Collections; and building on Special Collections programs.
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Outdoor Education: Outdoor education programs at GCSU offer a unique balance of traditional and experiential learning that challenge students to think critically about their professional education and instills in them passion, curiosity and an exuberance for their own learning and that of others. Academic programs and the GC Outdoor Education Center (OEC) are among four university programs in the nation accredited by The Association for Experiential Education (AEE). They are uniquely positioned to make a relevant and distinctive contribution to the GCSU liberal arts mission. The OEC has an established record of providing mission-relevant programs to academic and non-academic units at GCSU.  Exemplary facilities at East Campus provide opportunities for outdoor education students to gain purposeful, real-world leadership experience while providing a service to the GCSU, surrounding and professional communities. This established relationship between academic programs and the OEC, along with the unique in the nation requirement for undergraduate students to complete a specialization in a discipline related to the therapeutic use of adventure, management or environmental education, are instrumental in attracting students to the program. Approximately 50% percent of undergraduate students in the program transfer to GCSU from universities in the region, and indicative of national recognition at the graduate level is that of nine graduate students in the program at this time, seven are from outside Georgia and one is an international student.  Outdoor education programs at GCSU have received national awards for excellence in program delivery, outstanding contribution to the profession, and ethical practice.
Creative Writing @ Georgia College: “Creative Writing @ Georgia College” has already established a record of national success, especially since the advent of the MFA Program (GCSU’s only terminal degree). Our undergraduate program has also grown exponentially and now includes over 100 majors. MFA and undergraduate students have published in the nationally distinguished literary journals and have also won national awards and honors, including the $15,000 Ruth Lilly Poetry Fellowship. Faculty accomplishments include nationally award-winning books and journal publications, as well as invitations to speak and read across the country. MFA students and faculty edit our award-winning national journal Arts & Letters, whose contributors include Pulitzer and National Book Award winners, many of whom have been featured in our Visiting Writers Series. Our faculty mentor graduate Teaching Fellows and Writing Center Consultants, as well as undergraduates who mentor local seventh graders. Our program collaborates with several other programs, including the School of Education’s “Early College” project, the U.S. Peace Corps Fellows program, and the Theatre Program’s “New Works” initiative. Several students have earned full assistantships for further graduate study, while many MFA graduates have already begun full-time teaching careers. GCSU’s small size and public liberal arts mission have allowed us to provide all of our students opportunities to participate in a range of curricular and extracurricular programs. It is this range of opportunity that distinguishes us from programs at research universities, where specialization and marginalization are common, and at smaller colleges, where advanced studies and extracurricular activities are less available. With only modest increases in resources, GCSU can become an elite destination for superior student writers throughout the state, region, and nation.  

Center for Education Research and Service: This proposed research center provides a starting point for a campus-wide focus on empirical education research and service activities that seek to improve outcomes at all levels of education. By creating a Center with these goals, we believe GCSU will provide more and better opportunities for our students and faculty to engage in research and service. A Center would bring together efforts to conduct primary data-driven research with student efforts to serve the community. The GCSU Center for Education Research and Service (Center) will provide parents, educators, citizens and policymakers access to solid research and technical assistance on ways to improve the educational outcomes of students in grades P-16.  We view the mission of the Center as complementary to the tradition of excellence in educator preparation found in School of Education.  Through service activities and expert empirical analyses, the Center has the potential to aid current and future teachers and other education leaders in their efforts to improve education at all levels. There are members of the GCSU community across campus who would provide unique talents and insights into the analysis of educational issues.  If chosen to be a GCSU Academic Program of Distinction, the Center will actively recruit these individuals to be a part of the Center. GCSU faculty members are already engaging in data-driven research and service activities. The Center will be open to collaboration with any GCSU faculty, staff, and students interested in conducting data-driven education research or participating in service or outreach activities designed to improve our education system. Further, it is our goal to collaborate with faculty, staff, and students throughout the GCSU community.

