Academic Programs of Distinction: Center for Education Research and Service

Program Description: This proposed research center provides a starting point for a campus-wide focus on empirical education research and service activities that seek to improve outcomes at all levels of education. By creating a Center with these goals, we believe GCSU will provide more and better opportunities for our students and faculty to engage in research and service. A Center would bring together efforts to conduct primary data-driven research with student efforts to serve the community. The GCSU Center for Education Research and Service (Center) will provide parents, educators, citizens and policymakers access to solid research and technical assistance on ways to improve the educational outcomes of students in grades P-16.  We view the mission of the Center as complementary to the tradition of excellence in educator preparation found in School of Education.  Through service activities and expert empirical analyses, the Center has the potential to aid current and future teachers and other education leaders in their efforts to improve education at all levels. There are members of the GCSU community across campus who would provide unique talents and insights into the analysis of educational issues.  If chosen to be a GCSU Academic Program of Distinction, the Center will actively recruit these individuals to be a part of the Center.
Mission Centrality: One goal of a liberal arts university is to involve students in research. The GCSU Center for Education Research and Service would enhance GCSU’s total student learning experience by allowing faculty to involve more students in primary research programs and other service activities. The Center will give faculty and students more opportunities to improve education through service. Currently the Center for Economic Education, housed in the School of Business, provides opportunities for student service. For example, the students on our SIFE team (Students in Free Enterprise) provide training to Early College students in “Financial Fitness for Life.”
Capitalize on Existing Strengths: The Georgia Center for Economic Education (CEE) is housed in the School of Business and this Center undertakes a wide array of research and service activities to improve economics instruction and learning in grades k-12.  The CEE serves as both a model and a resource for the proposed Center for Education Research and Service. A second important strength the University offers is the strength of its faculty.  Several faculty members across the campus currently: teach courses applicable to education policy, publish research papers on education issues in respected journals, influence education policy decisions on local and state levels, and work with students to improve our education systems.

Potential for National Distinction: The GCSU Center for Education Research and Service’s focus will be data-driven research. GCSU has already accumulated a unique data base concerning student achievement in Georgia. Working through the Center for Economic Education with the Georgia Council on Economic Education, faculty have obtained student level data from the Georgia Department of Education that describe student test scores of Georgia’s mandatory end-of-course test in economics. These data have allowed us to research the impact of professional learning opportunities for teachers on student performance on the end of course test in economics. The data are rich and alone will provide years of valuable research opportunities. The early work with these data has attracted national attention as researchers from other states recognize the importance of being able to track student achievement and investigate linkages to potential determinants of success. A Center would provide a systematic opportunity to house and organize both proprietary data (such as the data just described) and publicly available data for the benefit of all. Having a Center and having access to those data would position GCSU as a national leader in research that analyzes how to improve our educational systems. The research—using this administrative data—currently being conducted at GCSU is already being disseminated to national audiences.

Level of Faculty Support: GCSU faculty members are already engaging in data-driven research and service activities. The Center will be open to collaboration with any GCSU faculty, staff, and students interested in conducting data-driven education research or participating in service or outreach activities designed to improve our education system. Further, it is our goal to collaborate with faculty, staff, and students throughout the GCSU community.
Sustainability: The current research being conducted with the data already available has been funded by outside agencies in the amount of $92,000. Thus, GCSU faculty members have been able to attract external grants to pursue projects similar in nature to ones the Center would pursue. The existence of an Education Research Center will make attracting external funding easier.
Summary: By creating the Center for Education Research and Service, GCSU will build on existing research and service efforts to provide parents, educators, citizens and policymakers with the best data-driven education research.
