Academic Programs of Distinction: Outdoor Education

Program Description: Outdoor education academic programs in the Department of Kinesiology include the B.S. in Outdoor Education, the M.Ed. in Health and Physical Education with an emphasis in Outdoor Education Administration and the GC Outdoor Education Center (OEC).  In addition to regular course work in the major, students complete fourteen nationally recognized technical training courses and are in the field, on average, twenty-five days per semester for five semesters.  The OEC is staffed by senior undergraduate students, graduate students, graduate assistants, and alumni. The OEC provides students with professional, course-related experience with a range of client groups. Extensive outdoor education facilities are located at East Campus (Lake Laurel).

Mission Centrality: Outdoor education curricula embody the GCSU mission. Students learn about and apply program goals and course content by providing leadership to OEC programs for faculty, staff and students.  Examples of mission central programs include: 1) OEC programs delivered to academic units in the Departments of Middle Grades Education, Psychology, Government and Sociology, Kinesiology, Biology, Music; and Study Abroad, Leadership Certificate Program, and the SHS Administration Core and 2.) OEC programs delivered to non-academic units including Greek Judicial Board, ZTA Program Council, GC Ambassadors, Continuing Education, Coverdell Institute, Carrera Model Program, Environment Club, Kappa Sigma, Venture Out, Varsity Basketball and Soccer, and Wellness, iPod, and International Living and Learning Communities. 

Capitalize on Existing Strengths: Outdoor education academic programs and the OEC are one of four university programs in the nation accredited by The Association for Experiential Education (AEE). Outdoor education programs are internationally and nationally recognized for their commitment to excellence and professional leadership in the field. Dr. Jude Hirsch received the Outstanding Experiential Educator of the Year Award, 2002 from AEE. GCSU outdoor education programs received the Organization of the Year Award, 2006 from AEE for a five year record of excellence in program delivery, outstanding contribution to the profession, and ethical practice. Academic and OEC evaluation data indicate high levels of performance. Indicators show very good to excellent performance across all goals and objectives; alumni evaluations show high levels of performance across Department of Kinesiology outcomes; internship, practicum, and directed project supervisor assessments indicate consistent outstanding performance at sponsor sites; and OEC program evaluations indicate very good to excellent  performance across variables assessed by client sponsors and participants.  Admission, Graduation, Employment and Advanced Study data for 1998 – 2006 data provide evidence of student and alumni success:

	Admission
	Graduation
	Employment
	Advanced Study

	UG
	G
	UG
	G
	UG
	G
	UG
	G

	117
	57
	99%
	97%
	79%
	76%
	17%
	18%


Potential for National Distinction: GCSU outdoor education programs are recognized nationally for excellence in teaching and professional service.  Approximately 50% percent of undergraduate majors transfer to GCSU from universities in the region. Of nine graduate students in the program at this time, eight are from outside Georgia and one of the eight is an international student. There is a high level of GCSU faculty and staff support for outdoor education in the School of Health Sciences, Student Affairs, Academic Enhancement, Academic Outreach and departments in which students complete specialization areas in the therapeutic use of adventure, management and environmental education. 

Sustainability: Sustaining demand for and quality of the program over time will require: 1) a comprehensive national marketing plan; 2) a full-time GC Outdoor Education Center Director with primary responsibilities for mission-related programs and fund raising, and secondary responsibilities for supporting academic courses that train students for leadership in OEC programs; 3) tenure track faculty position in Outdoor Education with primary responsibilities in the area of therapeutic use of adventure, and secondary responsibilities for supporting related field experiences in the majors; 4) sustainable GA positions to support accreditation requirements and recruitment of qualified graduate students; and 5) establishment of transfer agreements at academic institutions that offer two- and four-year undergraduate programs. 
Summary: The Outdoor Education Program, as one of four AEE-accredited programs in the country recognized for its excellence in teaching and professional service, is positioned to make a relevant and distinctive contribution to the GCSU liberal arts mission.
