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Academic Programs of Distinction: Flannery O’Connor Studies
Program Description: O’Connor is a primary reason to consider GCSU distinctive as we have strong ties to her fame and a record of promoting her reputation. O’Connor Studies is centered in English and the Library. We offer an annual grad/undergrad O’Connor course, support MA theses and undergraduate research projects on O’Connor, produce the Flannery O’Connor Review (formerly The Flannery O’Connor Bulletin), host O’Connor conferences, support scholars working with O’Connor’s papers, and cooperate with the Flannery O’Connor—Andalusia Foundation, Inc. Special Collections provides first-rate facilities for visiting scholars, and it contains the Flannery O’Connor Collection, the world’s most important collection of O’Connor materials: manuscripts of novels, stories, essays, and reviews; much of her library and her correspondence; and almost all published criticism about O’Connor. The Library’s Museum has a room devoted to O’Connor, with her desk and typewriter, one of her paintings, some family furniture.
Mission Centrality: O’Connor Studies enhances mission-related objectives. As a world-famous author (winner of several O. Henry Awards, a National Book Award, and a National Book Critics Circle Award), O’Connor symbolizes how much one can accomplish based on a liberal arts education in Milledgeville. Moral issues raised in O’Connor’s works provide a foundation for moral and ethical decisions. Our mission statement stresses respect for individuality, and who better than O’Connor to promote respect for individual uniqueness? Also, Andalusia presents opportunities for service-learning projects and internships.
Capitalize on Existing Strengths: These include the O’Connor Collection: Visitors who work with O’Connor’s papers find a cooperative staff and ample room to work. Almost all significant O’Connor scholars have worked with our Collection. Museum: An already impressive O’Connor exhibit is improving. O’Connor Review: GCSU publishes the world’s longest-running scholarly journal devoted to a woman writer; it contains scholarly articles, reviews, cartoons, artwork, and appreciations of O’Connor by other creative writers/artists. Additional publications: We have published an index to the Bulletin (vol. 1-15) and Postmarked Milledgeville, a scholarly guide to O’Connor’s letters. The Review recently agreed to publish an index to The Complete Stories and is discussing publishing an index to Mystery and Manners. Conferences and NEH Institutes: We held an O’Connor conference 29 Mar.-1 Apr. 2006, and on 2-5 Apr. 2008 we will host our eighth conference, on “The Stories of Flannery and Faulkner.” Largely because of the O’Connor Collection, our excellent facilities, and our record of promoting O’Connor, GCSU has been awarded a grant of $150,984 to conduct “Reconsidering Flannery O’Connor,” an NEH Summer Institute for college teachers this July. Future NEH applications are planned. Lectures: Evelyn C. White, biographer of Alice Walker, will deliver on 5 Mar. the annual Flannery O’Connor Memorial Lecture.
Potential for National Distinction: Flannery O’Connor’s reputation is growing, and when UGA Press publishes its tourbook for O’Connor sites in Georgia, Milledgeville and GCSU should see more visitors. Proposal: There are many possibilities, but they add up to a proposal that we create a new entity to expand what we do with O’Connor: perhaps a Center for O’Connor Studies with its own house, its own staff, etc. Better funding for a museum: If a donor appears, we should build O’Connor her own museum, close to campus if we can provide parking. Space and staff for O’Connor programs: The Review could use more space, some secretarial help, and more faculty/staff. The Review could expand our fellowship program and increase support for scholars. We could recruit scholars to GCSU as visiting faculty; they could work on an O’Connor project and teach courses on O’Connor. Conferences and NEH Institutes/Seminars: We could put on a conference each year, and we could conduct an NEH program as often as NEH awards us a grant. Publication programs: We could publish teaching/reference materials for the Georgia Digital Innovation Group and finely printed literary texts through a new Book Arts Program. Andalusia: There are opportunities to cooperate with Andalusia on community outreach and tourism. Special Collections: The GCSU Library seeks additional collections of authors’ papers and could use funding to extend its hours.
Level of Faculty Support: O’Connor Studies receives support from the Center for Georgia Studies and from History, Art, and English. Faculty members eagerly volunteer to support O’Connor conferences.
Sustainability: The O’Connor Connection at GCSU is basically permanent. Special Collections maintains and preserves the O’Connor papers using the highest professional standards. As we develop O’Connor Studies, the world will take notice of the other distinctive features of GCSU.
Summary: GCSU is unique in having, in one place, a major author’s home, most of the author’s most significant papers, the scholarly journal devoted to the author, and O’Connor-related coursework for undergraduate and graduate students; GCSU already has a strong track record of promoting its most famous graduate, and we can increase the value of O’Connor Studies to GCSU as donors and opportunities arise. 

