Georgia College & State University

Student Government Association 

October 7, 2009
Session 4: Minutes
I. Call to Order: 12:32pm 

II. Officer Reports
President  Mullins:   There have been a few modifications to the wellness center update. The LITC ribbon cutting will be. The grand opening for the nursing health sciences building is. The Press Secretary. The Bell tower  we have planned for the. Motion sensors are to be installed in the SGa office. Homecoming 2010 .
Vice President McCollam:   Take a moment of silence. Committee chairs please remember to send me your reports.
Secretary McLaughlin:  If someone would like to write a bill for Choral Ensemble lease let me know.
Treasurer Sheppard:  Budget is attached.
Attorney General Reeves:  No report
PPT Green:   We have two new computers for Senators to use. All of our printer issues have been fixed. Our new copy machine should arrive this afternoon
III. Committee Reports
ATFC-  We met yesterday and approved several conference  for the 
I/E-  PPT Green- We have started to review the Code of Elections. We are working o the separate senator and Justice Resolution.
PR- We discussed the light post banners; fall fest is the 17th I need other senators to sit at the table as well. Midnight madness; the fight song will be presented.
Appropriations- Atkins; We met on Monday night to discuss bill number 4
Student Services- Fajuke; we meet this afternoon.
Recycling- We have been looking for information on possible recycling centers.
Sposnorship-  Danaj- Sponsorship did not meet this past week; we did put our first proposal through the SABC committee
Campus Improvements- Karanovich- we met with Sgt. Justin Gaines; we have looked into increasing the AED around campus. We will have a possible implementation guideline. We have discussed putting them in new locations around campus as well. The emergency warning system as well. We have looked into having a system that will announce tornadoes and severe weather as well. The committee will be meeting to discuss this further next week.
Senator of the Month- Megan Moss
IV. Old Business  

SB.0910.4  Senator Cantrell-  Debunkers $1400

Atkins- We met Monday night to discuss the bill. We decided to lower the amount on the bill. There are a lot of clubs that are involved this is open to the whole campus it is something that will be for the whole campus. We voted 4-0-0.
Aycock- FA to change to $1,400 as listed in the bill.
Danaj- Are the Debunkers planning to fundraise for the lower amount of money that was not allocated?
Karanovich- (Motion to Vote on Bill)
Bill Passes 24-1-0

V.New Business:  

SR.0910.1 – President Pro-Tempore Green- Resolution on the Wellness Center

Grace- I want to express of I am impressed with the response of the students on our campus. This is my third year on SGA-People deserve that feeling that they get when they have made an impact on people. I have approached the new wellness center with an open mind. How do we as Student benefit? An improvement such as this offers our campus with a great opportunity. A new wellness and recreation center offers a place to be proud of. The student fee is a great concern. Expanding our own campus is also important. This phasing of the fee also adds to the prospects of our campus. A professor said that he heard that another senator was threatening other senators. This is not true w e must stay unified ( Please see attached)

Atkins-  I know that a lot of graduate students are concerned about what they will pay. What will grad students pay?

Fee Committee- As it stands now, yes. 

Graham-  I was skeptical of the fee structure; I will say that we have worked on a compromise. We have made a step in the right direction. We need to look at how the students are going to get their money’s worth there are a few things in this resolution that we have to look at there are a few things in this resolution that we have to look at the whereas that speaks of the language in “fitness for you students” Say “total operations to our student”

FA- On the floor 
PPT Green (accept)

Holliman- I was unable to make it to the meeting. Why is it we have to approve the fee if there is no set plan in place?

Mullins- This is in the program stage. We are looking at what kind of fee we can get. We have to establish the fee before we can go ahead with the fees.

Holliman-  We have to have a proposal to the Board of Regents by April correct? This fee is not going to be applied 

President Mullins- The Board of Regents has to have a fee set before we can start the planning. We have a general idea of what we will do. We do not have the exact blueprints but we do know where we are going

Fee Committee Rep- The Board of Regents will allow the program to be funded if there is an established student fee. The Board of Regents approves the project this case is Fee based so we have a lot that goes into this bade d on what we need the project cannot be approved.

Holliman- We can make amendments along the way correct?

Fee Committee Rep.- We can make amendments after approval; there is a possibility that we could request a fee increase if we have just cause.

Thibodeaux- Please turn your attention to that packet that I have passed out this is a poll that was done by the American Democracy Project. It was done by a sizeable sample of students. You can read the statements on the attached packet. There is a large difference of people who want to have it pass ‘as is’, as compared to the amount of people who would like to abandoned the project. I felt that a large amount of the population that states that they would like for the fee to pass. I would like for you to keep this in mind when you vote.

Grace- What information were they given before they made comments?

Thibodeaux - We had general information based on the fee, we did not have the new resolution for them to look at.

Danaj- If this building size decreased, we would decrease the fee?

Fee- Generally if the money comes from the construction bill if it came down from 30% this comes from a discount of 10 percent of what it cost if there was anything you would want to decrease the cost.

Danaj- I f we did wait longer would it increase the price of the building?

Student Fee- yes; right now the materials are what are cheap. We have several bids on it and we would get more for our money as well. If the architects are sizing it, it could change a little bit. Decreasing the fee for construction costs is unlikely

Danaj- Will health sciences be moved when this is completed?

Fee- Basically yes; it depends on construction as well. It is possible we will have to see how the building goes.

Graham-  I would like to direct your attention to the final “whereas”  FA to change “has been” to “will be included”
Stamm-  I had the pleasure of talking to a member of the faculty who has worked closely on this. The Wellness center will serve as a social center and a student union as well. There is a possibility of having a 24 hour health facility as well. This would be a good selling point for the school as well.

Hundley- I have heard mainly two things; cost is one. A lot of people have said that costs are a major issue. What will happen when it comes down to buying a textbook and I have to use my $175 on the student fee. If we can construct this for the campus it will do well for our campus. Dr. Bower said that he would lose 10% of his cohort that will not be able to support themselves if this resolution passes. We are talking about a lot of money we will be throwing away. I see a very expensive plan, not a very solid plan. I am concerned with u keeping the depot. I think it would be very counterproductive. The depot is a 2-3 minute walk for me why would I take a shuttle?

Grace-  I do not think anyone is disregarding the financial burden that we have. The plan as far as being “jello”- it will cost more to make jello. We are not buying a 29 million dollar car. If you read Mr. Bower’s email you should not take much from it that is factual; his email is purely wrong. I would not bring that up.

Hundley- If this is as solid as it is going to get then it is not good enough for me. If you are buying a new car, you have to look at the accessories, it will be pretty pricy.

Grace- the fee is not going to increase

PPT Green- The President will consider a hardship exemption for this fee specifically.

Whittaker- A potential exemption sounds like more jello to me. Who qualifies for this exemption?
PPT Green- You can apply for the exemption; if you feel like you need it then go for it. You would apply for it just like any other financial aid.
Rogers- We just had the Exercise Science rooms renovated.

Fee Committee Rep- The Exercise science rooms will be used for Senior Practicum

Parker- We talked about of educated that Students were about this issue. The PR committee was there to talk to students as they were able to take the America Democracy project survey. The Students seemed well informed. On the matter of students commuting from campus to the west Campus; I have talked to a lot of student that would be fine with the drive to West campus where they would have more room as well. After spoken to Dr. Dan Bower, he has 20 students in is cohort that he y may lose 2 students.

Atkins- Losing one students is bad enough; this is not what we are about. If it is 2 to 20 that’s not we are about.

Parker-  This is not about losing students, I was talking about taking his numbers in perspective.

Karanovich-  How many students do we have that live on campus?
Puckett- We have 1,200

Karanovich- We should look at the difference of the students that already live off campus

Whittaker- While giving the survey, you talked about what they were doing?

Moss- We did not talk them through; we wanted to get their ideas about the wellness center.

Whittaker- The number of people who use the Depot far outweighs the amount of people that would want to drive.

Holliman-  I appreciate the executive boards proposal to make a compromise, we still have failed to recognize several things that we have to look at. We still have not informed the student body of what is going on here. There is not much evidence that we have looked at possible research about this facility. I think that we should take some more time into making this a more community approach. We could possibility tap into stimulus money. It is important for the student body to come up with a compromise.

PPT Green-  I am going to address some of the things that you have addressed a lot of students do not take the surveys when we put them out there I don’t think that we should have discussion when it is brought to the student fee committee.

Holliman- We are only spending two weeks providing a vote on the fee. This is not a thousand dollars this is 30 million dollars. Two weeks is not enough time.

President Mullins- This project has not been developed in the last two weeks. SGA Presidents have been working on this in the last two years we try to set up as much information that we can to get this information out to the students. Two weeks is a short amount of time this has been the senates’ motive to pass this information. We have only had a price tag on this in the last two weeks. 

Danaj- considering the fact we are running short on time, motion to move to a vote.
(vote to close the floor 18-6-1)
(vote on resolution 18- 5- 1)

SR.0910.1 Passes

VI. Announcements:

VII. Adjournment
