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Narrative Statement Describing Community Service:

The impetus for my community service stems from my love for people with disabilities. I have
been around individuals with disabilities for most of my life, from having family members with
disabilities to teaching in an inclusive preschool classroom, to now teaching in the Special
Education Program at Georgia College. The community service that I would like to highlight in
this narrative is my work with the Life Enrichment Center (LEC), a private non-profit program
for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) living in Baldwin County. The
purpose of the LEC is to promote the general welfare of individuals with IDD by providing
opportunities for growth and development, support to families, and community awareness.

My collaboration with the LEC is multifaceted. As a member of the LEC Executive Board (since
2015), we meet monthly to: 1) determine the LEC’s programs and services; 2) provide on-going
support and guidance for the executive director; 3) ensure effective organizational planning; 4)
manage resources effectively; and 5) enhance the LEC’s public image. This work overlaps with
my role as faculty advisor for the GC Best Buddies Chapter (since 2011).

Best Buddies is an international volunteer organization that works to promote one-to-one
friendships and integrated employment opportunities for adults with IDD. After the buddy
matches have been made for the year between GC college students and adults with disabilities
from the LEC, the pairs maintain communication weekly and meet face-to-face monthly. In my
role as faculty advisor, | update the LEC Board on upcoming Best Buddies events, and I meet
monthly with the chapter president to plan upcoming events, secure necessary resources, and
help facilitate communication between the Best Buddies chapter and the LEC.

To enhance the collaboration between the LEC and Georgia College, Barbara Coleman
(Executive Director of the LEC), Dr. Chesley Mercado, and I co-wrote an awarded AWS
Foundation Grant ($100,000 over four years) to support the creation of the Creative Enrichment
Center (CEC). The motivation behind the creation of the CEC is that many adults with
disabilities have limited meaningful activities to do in the evenings and on weekends. The CEC
seeks to address that limitation by providing two evening events and one Saturday event per
month (approximately 35 events each year). I serve on the CEC Advisory Board that meets
monthly to plan events and to ensure that resources are used effectively.

The CEC connects GC students and adults with IDD in leisurely activities, health/wellness
learning opportunities, self-advocacy, self-awareness, and self-expression activities. The CEC
has a broader impact than Best Buddies because the adults with disabilities who attend CEC
events are not necessarily affiliated with the LEC during the day; in fact, two regular attendees
are Baldwin County High School students with disabilities. The impact on GC students is also
broader as students in my GC1Y class, Mass Communication students, students affiliated with
Kappa Alpha Fraternity, and many others regularly attend CEC Events. Activities include a
Mardi Gras Party, a trip to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center in Atlanta, St. Patrick’s Day Party,
Atlanta Zoo trip, Caribbean Music Night, and Family Feud Night, to name a few.

Part of the requirements for accepting the AWS Foundation Grant is that the LEC was expected
to find matching funds for the final three years of the grant. In August 2017, Barbara Coleman
and I co-wrote a funded ENGAGE Master Grant ($30,000 over three years) to support the



engagement of GC students with adults with disabilities in social, leisure, and volunteer
activities. For example, a portion of this grant, “Be the Change You Wish to See in the World,
was used to support travel to Brunswick, GA for a GC Alternative Fall Break. Ten GC students
attended this three-day event to engage in a FEMA Relief Clean-up Project. GC students were
able to board with the adults with disabilities and learn about them firom them, as opposed to
learning from narratives that are constructed about them through the media.

In the Spring 2018 semester, we presented at the Gulf South Summit on Service Learning and
Civic Engagement Through Higher Education at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. The
title of the presentation was “Confronting the Legacy by Changing the Narrative: Adults with
Disabilities Tell Their Own Stories through Art, Music, and Engagement with Georgia College
Students,” My co-presenters for this presentation were Barbara Coleman, Amy Mathis (an adult
with Down syndrome), and GC1Y students, Natalia Jones and Ada Montgomery. Barbara
Coleman and I were awarded the Gulf South Summit Qutstanding Service-Learning
Collaboration in Higher Education. A few months later, we received the GC College of
Education’s Powell-Whipple Award for collaborative community endeavors that go above and
beyond expectations.

Students enrolled in my GC1Y course, Representations of Ability and Disability, have been
involved with adults with disabilities since the Fall 2013 semester. All GC1Y courses require a
“learning beyond the classroom” component. Student engagement with adults from the LEC
provides an optimal experience beyond the classroom. This engagement also fits the
requirements for the course to be designated as a Community-based Engaged Learning (C-bEL)
experience, Each semester this collaboration looks a little different. When we first began, my
students and the adults with disabilities practiced bocce ball and basketball in preparation for the
Special Olympics. In subsequent semesters, they engaged in the Black & White Gallery
(photography) at Lockerly Arboretum, Creative Expressions Music Therapy Sessions (e.g., hand
bells, choir, drumming, etc.), and they attended the Creative Expression Concerts. The events
provide a range of opportunities for GC1Y students to get to know these individuals on a
personal basis. This is where students learn that many of the representations they see through
various media do not fit what they learn about these adults in person. This complicates the ideas
students previously held about people with disabilities...and that is the goal!

For two years, [ served on the planning committee for the Tim Tebow Night to Shine Prom for
adults with disabilities, sponsored by the Northridge Christian Church. Over 100 adults with
disabilities were paired with (mostly) GC students for the proms. The guests enjoyed hair and
make-up, shoe shining, red carpet with paparazzi, food, karaoke, and lots of dancing! The GC
students served as buddies for the night. They remained with one adult for the night,
accompanying them through the above-mentioned stations, having dinner with them, dancing,
and finally crowning them kings and queens. Several of my GC1Y students remarked that they
had more fun at the Night to Shine Prom than they had at their own high school proms. I was
pleasantly surprised when many of my former GC1Y students emailed to ask if they could
participate once again.

Partnerships between the LEC and GC span two decades. Ms. Barbara Coleman, Dr. Rob
Sumowski, and I decided that it was time to formalize these partnerships by starting an Inclusive



Postsecondary Education (IPSE) Program for adults with intellectual disabilities at Georgia
College. There are more than 270 IPSE programs across the US. To further this work in Georgia,
Georgia State University’s Center for Leadership in Disability received a $5 million U.S.
Department of Education grant, Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students with
Intellectual Disabilities (TPSID). With the support of TPSID funds, there are now nine IPSE
programs in Georgia (University of GA, GA Tech, Kennesaw State University, East GA State
College, Columbus State University, Albany Technical College, GA Southern University, GA
State University, University of West GA). Georgia College’s Program would make the 10"
program and the first of its kind in the Middle Georgia region.

With the 2018 IPSE Exploration Grant, Barbara Coleman, Rob Sumowski, and I toured five
IPSE programs across the southeast and attended two conferences (one regional and one
national). This grant also supports our travel to the quarterly GA Inclusive Postsecondary
Education Consortium meetings in Atlanta, where we meet with leaders from the Georgia
Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD) and Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency.
These agencies are critical partners for IPSE programs due to the financial support they provide
to IPSE programs and to students with disabilities. With the 2019 IPSE Implementation Grant,
we will be hiring a part-time program director to assist in getting the program started. The job
description is currently pending approval by Human Resources.

The IPSE Program connects to the Georgia College plans below:
e GC Strategic Plan:

o Goal 6: Strengthen community and regional ties through service, research,
programs, and partnerships that enhance economic, educational, and cultural
opportunities to improve the quality of life for citizens in Milledgeville/Baldwin
County and the middle Georgia region.

o GC Diversity Action Plan (DAP):

o States: “The value of diversity at Georgia College promotes a university that is
inclusive, while strategically restricting traditions, processes and systems that
perpetuate exclusion and marginalization to create equity within all aspects of the
unjversity experience.”

o The DAP also focuses on underrepresented students who have historically been
marginalized within U.S. institutions of higher education. This includes students
with intellectual disabilities.

o Goal I - Student Diversity in Access and Suceess. Develop strategies that can
increase access and success for underrepresented student groups, with particular
focus on the Middle Georgia region and the expansion of retention and graduation
rates of underrepresented student groups at Georgia College.

o The IPSE program at GC will be more than a “feel good” program. It will be
focused on providing students with the skills needed to be successfully employed
after college.

o Goal III - Inclusive Campus Climate. Develop processes that assist the
institution in creating an environment of inclusion by developing policies,
processes, programs and co-curricular activities that may advance and sustain an
inclusive campus environment.



e Liberal Arts Mission

o [PSE programs provide the real-world experiences that liberal arts education
seeks to attain. From the AAC&U website, “Liberal education is an approach to
learning that empowers individuals and prepares them to deal with complexity,
diversity, and change. It provides students with broad knowledge of the wider
world (e.g., science, culture, and society) as well as in-depth study in a specific
area of interest. A liberal education helps students develop a sense of social
responsibility as well as strong and transferable intellectual and practical skills
such as communication, analytical and problem-solving skills, and a demonstrated
ability to apply knowledge and skills in real-world settings.”

o The development of an IPSE program will empower GC students to work with
adults with disabilities and will develop a sense of social responsibility to create a
world that is inclusive of people with disabilities.

In Summary:

I have been engaged in sustained collaboration with the LEC for nine years with an increased
trajectory of service: from my GC1Y class participating with adults with disabilities from the
LEC, to me serving as faculty advisor for the GC Best Buddies Chapter, to my active
memberships on the LEC Board and CEC Advisory Board, to my national conference
presentations (with LEC collaborators including adults with intellectual disabilities and their
parents), to my co-writing grants, and finally to the creation of an IPSE program at GC.

My performance of service goes beyond volunteering. As a LEC board member, I serve on the
Bylaws Revision Subcommittee and on the Executive Director Job Description Revision
Subcommittee. I have just begun working with LEC executive director and activities director to
create a curriculum for adults with ID during their down-times at the LEC, times when they are
not actively engaged in the community. Additionally, I teach adults from the LEC how to present
at national conferences and advocate for themselves.

Development of a grant that benefits the Central Georgia community: I have co-written five
funded grants (totally $167,500). These grants have supported Baldwin County adults with
disabilities in their personal and social growth, promoted disability awareness in the community,
and supported GC students in learning how to engage adults with disabilities in the community.

Service to support the university-wide mission: In addition to the connections to the Liberal
Arts Mission, the Diversity Action Plan, and the Strategic Goals mentioned above, the [PSE
program will provide for new partnerships within the community as students with IDD will be
recruited from high schools in the surrounding counties. This program will also necessitate a
network of support from across the university. The program will significantly increase the
exposure of GC students and Milledgeville residents to people with disabilities as they engage in
courses across campus and in internships beyond campus.

The IPSE program has the potential to transform the GC campus to be more diverse and
inclusive. 1 welcome this challenge as the next logical step in this longstanding partnership.



Documentation of Service Described in the Narrative

THAN DIFFERENT:

Students collabarate with local Conler gerviag adalis with disabilities

ith » bright groen fcathee boa wrepped around her

shouldars, frst-year marketing major Balley

Kreinbrink grabs her masguerade mask she made
momends sgo.

She jolos a phole booth group made up of other studenta. Baldwin
Life Earichment Conter (LEC) stall aod mere than £0 community
members with disabliiies. Toaight, they'ra crowning s king and
queen that will lcad them in » parade through the LEC, decuratod
in the royal toocs of Mandi Gras.

“In high schoal [ toak a couple cl that allowed s o woek
with peaple who had disabilities, so this isa't enlirely pow 1o ma.”
Kreinbrink said.

Kreinbrink is one of a group of GC1Y students who volunieer st
tht Baldwin Life Rarich i Cooler, u nonprall that provides
diverse programming for sdults with Letellectual disahililies o the
Tocal mrea. Whh the help of OC faculty. the LEG rocenily svcured a
grani that funds activitios like (he Fob. &8 Mard] Gras party.

Studanta volunieer by being engaged with the adulis with
pick up a sport with LEC members or Join in oo & music therapy
scasion.,

“One of iy favorite parts about this GC1Y class s being ablo o
interact with local community members onc-on-one like this,”
sald Kreinhrink, “What I enjoy is that individuals with disabilities
always teem to be mare loving, open and caring—thoso am lessons
thal everyona peeds o leamm.”

Dr. Nicolo DeClourtta, iaie professor of special educath
created the GC1Y course Represeniations of Ability and Disability
Avo yours sgu. Sha saw Arst-yoar siudents in disriplines that would
eventually need the skill of working with people with
dissbilitics— but weren't geiting the experienca. For many. this
clnss wilf o thelr only exposure to this group before they begin
their camers. says DeCloustite.

“It's differaal from other clasgses that thoy're used to,” said
DeoClouotio, *What they're learning la this course ia & life skil) that
they can use in their enreers, but also foe the rest of thelr lives.”

Flrat.yoar athlotic training major Sophia LaMarca says using
skills lonrned in DeClouetto's class and puiting them into action ot
the LEC hay changred Lho svay she sees eduration.

“It's oo thing to be ahlg to sit down and be told you have o do
samething.” she said, “bui this experience benolils nol anly others,
hut mysell. I soe U as so much moro than commuaity service—Its
enriching and powerful.”

Barbara Coleman, exacutive directer of the LEC, bas seco the
parinership between her organizalion and Geargla Collego grow
in tho past 17 years. Sho sayy without [sculty and students. the
LEC wouldn't be shin (o provide the Jevel of progrumming it
ecurrenily docs.

“Thao studenis neod experd and opp and whai they
find bers ls that and more,” Coloman said. *[ ask Lhem what they
want te et from bere—so it's oot like they're froe labor—it'y
teciprocal. 1 wast them to dream big, try now things and use all
tha ekifle at the LEG that thay’re learning io the classzoom. And
usao thoso skills without fear of fallure.”

LaMarca says tho opportunity o meel mare communily members
uint to fumilisriss horsell with » whale new group of people, bas
been tho highlight of ber tins in the GC1Y course.

*1 fpel Whi2 lakosway [or mo ls knowlng thero are dlfferent parts of
your communily that you're oot always swarn of,” she sald. “Bul
that doesn't mean you ipare them. You bave to find ways to
Lovalys ihom oo matter U Wy somethlag you'ra comfortabilo with or
not. [t Important.”

White OC1Y students do volunicor sl the LEC., the collaboratian
doesn’t siop there, Othor disciplines along with the studenl
organitailon Besi Buddios, which creaios opportunitics for one-on-
oae (rizndahips botween students and communily members with
intolleciual disabilitics, nlsa volunicer at the Center.

“Studenis have » new respeci for lndividuals at the Conter,” sald
Caleman. “They get to sec tha they'ro photopmphers, dancors,
slagers, alhicies~iheoy'ro everrthing that anyone clse can be.
They just do it a Httle differonily.” B
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GC1Y engages with people with disabilities

Taylor Kiel
Stalf Writer

Nicole DeClouctte, as-
sociate professor of special
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can called “Represena:
tions of Ability and DMs-
abllly® several yean apn
1o give expowure to fint-
year yudents whe nquin
the skill of working with
people with physical and
inellectual - disabilitien.

The dass focuses on sto-
ties about dicbliiry, with
flm 15 3 major compo-
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10 Jook at, critique and
analyze the different repre-

) Seudenos focus
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them and support them™
Beyond the dasroom,
studena ger eeal dife experi-
ente working with Individ-
ualt with knscliecrual znd
tal  dicbilithes
{1/DD} ar The Creative En-
tichmenr Center (CEC).
The CEC was created with
a grant that givat students
the opporrunity 1o engage
with individuals with I
DD, ol . 4

besicane if they have never
worked with an Individusl
with UDD behue and are
afraid of posibly saying
sotitcthing incorect. How-
ever, this worry h ryplally
alleviaced after unlilng the
sudent and  individuals.

“Once  they ([GCIY
audenu] mect them, wlk
o and engage with them,
all of tha flls away, and
wudents reaize thas they
have very similar ineer-
are able o have fun to-

on abilities of disahillry.
DeClovestes  GCIY
sudents partidpate o a

vhaa b

inl of cight houn

~1 A Ledd

media analyzed is purting
pasicive or negatkve mesag-
o1 out to the communlicy.

“If che media examined
portrays negative marng.
e, we want [students} to

Wng with adults with
disabilids. Thg n
do this cumugh CEC
cvents sch an  ralgar-
ing and music therapy.

CEC plays 2 huge mie
in sdvocating for the re-
ldonship berween  GC
sudens and the CEC

"We want 10 educaie
students [that] we and in-
dividuals with DD axc
more alike than different,
changing your mindeer one
sudent ar 2 dme, hope-

fully 1o make 2 generation
of change,” Coleman mid,
Coleman and DeClou.
erte agreed that while the
off trtment of k-
dividuals wich /DD ls less-
ening, It still extits. They
notice some people yand
away when they arc fear.
Al of misc =11

Caleman sald that she
has 2 high reention e
of sudenn wha coniin-
ue to volunteer for the
LEC/CEC sher wking
DeClouetie’s GCI1Y dlass.

Coleman shared 3 per-
sonal uory abour an indi-
vidual she ran into while

1 think the biggest s
dusion for peopke with
disabilicies Is Ignorance,”
Coleman i, "We fear
what we do not know, so
we sand awsy from "

DeClauctte  luserucas
ber smodenes thee cuher
than looking awzy from
thae individuals, e is Wde-
sl o inmoduce yourself,
and my hedlo, and explore
the pouibilicy of the indl-
vidual with DD open-
ing up sbour themuclves.

“We teach our lintle Idds
m lowk away, and then they
Frow up continuing to leok
away, DeCloverte sald,

hauling liems  into the
GIVE Center who stopped
her and shared the Im-
pact the GC1Y chag had
an him. Even as senlos, e
athed abour the Individu-
als he ‘worked with in the
“Reprosentations of Abil-
Ity sad Diesbliy” ehas,

Amy Mahls, an indl-
vidual with Down ayn-
drome, mid she enjoy
the semesierly field day of
fun and lit up when asked
abour her favorite evens.

°l like plaring games
outside, and Boczr Ball b
my Frvolte, 20 well a3 the
e In the Face, snd [ got 1o
pur 2 pie in Kevias face”

Amy was recently pec-
posed w0 at chumh by
her now FRincd  Kevin,
who il has Down sym-
drome, a chesthed mo-
ment  that  DeClouencs
wudents and the com-
munity will never forger.

“[The students] had
tears coming down their
fares when witnening the
proponl,” DeClouerte aid.

Saudenu in the GC1Y
clas and volunteen all
over the communlty pet
1o thare some of the most
speclal moments with the
individuals with /DD.

“You pups [snudenn)
bring s shae youth and
imparrant ideas, and it ls 2
snowball effecr.” Coleman
said. “We are like one big
village, and | could nor be
more appreciative. We are
all 3 famlly. We Laugh to-
gether, we pray wgether and
we ey rogeiher, Anpene
is welcnme i this Amily”



QGEORGIA Best Buddies Gives Back
COLLEGE

Skylar Mortensen & Jennifer Norris
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Miller. Lee <lee multer@shsu edu>

Daar Nicole ard Barbara.

On behalf of ihe Guif-South Summil Awards commitize, | am piaased to inform you thal you and your organizations have
beon selacted ns the recipients of the 2018 GSS Award for Quistanding Service-Laaming Collaboration.
Congratulations!

You will ba recognized al the G55 masbng wth a plaque and a cash award of §$1,000. Charde!) Fredd at the Uriversity of
Alabama Birmingham will contact you scon for inlormation needed io complata tha financial forms. Pleste sand o brief bls
and a piclure 19 me by nexi Wednesday {Fabruary 28%), 0 we can feature you on the Gulf-South Summil website end in
the conference program.

We sinceroly hope that one of you will attend the GSS annual mesting in Birmingham, Alabama from April 4-8, 2018 so you
can be recognized. As an Bward recipient, mmlurmmvsmhwalwd Pisase flind information about the
exciting amay of preseniations on the GSS webaite:
grhuumashhoidnmmwm The conferanca room rate is availabls until Masch 13, 2018, The information for

i L gham s labie al:

{We will be disopponied. but if you are unable o attend, please led us know Lhal, koo |

Thank you lor sl you 80 1o advance service-leaming and civic engap: it i higher ed See you in Bi

Sincarely,
Las

Les M. Millar, Ph.D

Gulf-South Summit Awards Commities
Canter for Community Engagemeni Direcior
Sam Heuwnton State Ui 3

Congratulations! Your Exploration Grant has been a B~ 3

Sunanns Mller Rmnes <umdlers 5@guu ey

Ly ey
t L)
Necale Declouette; Robert Sumows © Charkens A Getin «0gatn®@qiu sdu s Daneel Crimmeny. «denmmans S pdw +
Subcert-atieques! - Copy pdf o Subrecpuent Commitment A 181 pati

Er= . a%S umis
= a uE
January 31 2019
Attn: Nicolo DeCloustie, PhD & Rob Sumawskl, EdD
RE: Notica of Grant Award
Dear Ors, DaColuetia & Sumawski,
1t is my pleaswre 10 infam you thal the Centet for Lndcnrus n meuy (CLD), twough our TPSID grant, has approved a grant of
$10.000 for tha axploration of creating an inclusive 4 1 Prog: 4t Goorgra College. This work i 10 ba carried

out under the direclion of the Co-Phs staled in your application,

Thelundsnruinbeuudwnrlhepemdnl.!muary1 2018 through September 10, 2018, in accordance with the budget submitted
wilh your [ 1. Tha collage 1 will naerd o B out the Subcoatract Reques! kym. Subrecipant Commimant
Form. Att 36-1 and AN3B-2, Mfwmmeamuwmomdmmmm Please retum by February 15, 2019, in order tn
process your contract with Georgia Stata University.

Thank you agsn fof your commutment to this very important work.
Sincerely.

Susanna Miller-Raines, MSW
UCEDD Operations Coordinator
GAIPSEC Statewlda Coordinatar

ADMH Soclal Warker

Southeast PSE Alllance Chair

Georgla LEND 2018-17

'l @' CENTER for
LEADERSHIP YISy S—

wveanc mDWSARNITY
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Department of Teacher Education
G I | ORGIA John H. Lounsbury College of Education

I E I | Campus Box 72
COL G MiIIEdgeVi"e' Georgia 31061_0490

Phone 478-445-4577
GEORGIA'S PUBLIC LIBERAL ARTS UNIVERSITY Fax 478-445-0692

November 25, 2019
Dear College of Education Faculty Awards Committee Members,

Itis an honor to nominate Dr. Nicole DeClouette, Associate Professor of Special
Education at Georgia College, for the Irene Rose Community Service Award for her
collaboration with the Baldwin County Creative Enrichment Center.

The Creative Enrichment Center is a new collaboration between The Baldwin
County Life Enrichment Center, and Georgia College that was created after
Nicole and other collaborators secured a $100,000 AWS Foundation Grant (over
a four year period) to: 1) provide meaningful community leisure activities for
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities living in their natural
homes; and 2) increase community awareness by partnering with college
students to provide leisure and social opportunities. Nicole ensures the active
participation of Georgia College students at Creative Enrichment Center events
through her role as the faculty advisor for the Georgia College Chapter of Best
Buddies and through her GC1Y course, Representations of Ability and Disability.

Best Buddies is an international organization that provides for one-on-one
friendships with people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. Through
Nicole’s leadership, the Georgia College Chapter of Best Buddies matches college
students with adults with disabilities served by the Life Enrichment Center. The
students and their matched adult with disabilities participate in regular activities on
campus and at the Life Enrichment Center. This collaboration has spanned more
than 10 years.

Additionally, Nicole's GC1Y class, Representations of Ability and Disability, is
responsible for planning one Creative Enrichment Center event per semester. This
semester the students planned a pajama and pancake party where participants
made dream catchers. They also set up a photo booth, karaoke machine, and a
pancake-topping bar. This course may be the only time they hear the perspectives of
people with disabilities firsthand. Former students have commented that this course
has changed their lives because of the experiences they had working with the adults
from the Life Enrichment Center.

Nicole and Barbara Celeman from the Creative Enrichment Center have been

actively disseminating information about their partnerships and collaborations.

They presented “Collaborate to Change Lives: One Semester at a Time” at the 2016

Gulf South Summit with Amy Mathis, an adult with Down syndrome, and Jessica

Vickers, a former GC1Y student and Best Buddies member. Nicole and Barbara have

been accepted to present at the 2018 Gulf South Summit entitled, “Confronting the
Milledgeville ® Macon ® Warner Robins

Established in 1889
Georgia’s designated public liberal arts university since 1996



Legacy by Changing the Narrative: Adults with Disabilities Tell Their Own Stories
Through Art, Music, and Engagement with Georgia College Students.” The session will
be presented by Nicole, Barbara, Amy, and two new GC1Y students, Alisa Smith and
Julia Estes. The Gulf-South Summit Awards committee also recently announced
Nicole DeClouette and Barbara Coleman as the recipients of their 2018 award

for Qutstanding Service-Learning Collaboration.

Because we are located in Milledgeville, Georgia, the Nicole and the Life
Enrichment Center are working diligently to overcome the stigma associated
with being the home to the nation’s largest institution, Central State Hospital.
Once Central State was closed, adults with disabilities were returned to the
community, often with minimal support. The many partnerships the Life
Enrichment Center has with Georgia College has been instrumental in teaching
college students that we are indeed more alike than we are different. Through
Best Buddies and the Creative Enrichment Center, seeds are planted in Georgia
College students that will carry over into their future communities and work
environments.

Respectfully,

Lty 0 Tl

Stephen Wills
Associate Professor of Special Education
Georgia College
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Dear Selection Committee for the Irene Rose Community Service Award:

This letter is written with enthusiastic support for Dr. Nicole DeClouette in her application for
the Irene Rose Community Service Award. Dr. DeClouette has served as a faculty member in
the Special Education program for over nine years and during that time she has committed to
continued teaching, scholarship, and service to Georgia College, the education profession, and
the local, regional, national and international communities. Her commitment and passion are
obvious in all that she does. I would like to highlight a few of the areas of community service
that I believe are most notable and demonstrate the scope of the service work in which she
engages. I would also like to situate her service work in that she teaches a 4-4 course load and
serves as a Mentor Leader in the Mentor-Led, Field-Based, Cohort Program in the College of
Education.

Dr. DeClouette serves the central Georgia community through her service in many ways. First,
since 2011 she has served as the faculty advisor to the Best Buddies Program at Georgia College.
Best Buddies pairs Georgia College students with community adults with disabilities and as the
advisor she plans activities for mentorship and inclusive experiences within the community for
both the students and the participants. Also in this role, and as a member of the Life Enrichment
Center (LEC) board since 2015, Dr. DeClouette meets regularly with the president and the other
executive board members of the local LEC, a day program for adults with disabilities, to plan
events that support the programming and sustainability of the LEC. She has also recruited and
trained over 100 Georgia College students to volunteer at the Tim Tebow Night to Shine Prom, a
prom held annually at a local church for Baldwin County adults with disabilities. Additionally,
she involves the students who are enrolled in her GC1Y course, a designated Community-based
Learning (C-bEL) experience, with the Life Enrichment Center participants to broaden the GC
students’ horizons about ability and disability in our local community and society. The depth
and breadth of these experiences allow Georgia College students to learn beyond the classroom
and to develop empathy and compassion for others.

Beyond connecting students to the local community for specific events, she has made her impact
felt within the Life Enrichment Center in Milledgeville and the middle Georgia area by seeking
funding to sustain and deepen these opportunities. Dr. DeClouette co-wrote and was awarded a
$100,000 grant over four years, to support the creation of the Creative Enrichment Center (CEC).
The CEC was founded to support the creation of evening and weekend events for adults with
disabilities in the area, a need that Dr. DeClouette recognized in her work with the LEC. In
addition to the initial grant, Dr. DeClouette and Barbara Coleman, the LEC Director, secured
another ENGAGE Master Grant of $30,000 over three years to continue to support the
engagement of GC students, faculty, and local adults with disabilities through the CEC.

Miliedgeville « Macon « Warner Robins
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In 2018, Dr. DeClouette began exploring the opportunity for adults with disabilities in our
community to enroll a students into Georgia College. Dr. DeClouette, Barbara Coleman, and Dr.
Rob Sumowski applied for and received both the Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE)
Exploration Grant ($10,000) and Implementation Grant ($25,000) to begin a program here at
Georgia College . The Inclusive Postsecondary Education program will improve access to higher
education for students with intellectual disabilities in our area. This program benefits university
students and faculty as well as the adults within the local community who have traditionally been
denied access to a higher education experience.

Dr. DeClouette has also been actively involved in international education for many years. She
has directed several study and teach abroad opportunities in London and in 2016 began planning
to implement another faculty led study abroad to Tanzania. In Tanzania, Africa, Dr. DeClouette
leads students in exploring the evolving understanding of disability in the Maasai culture, in
becoming informed global citizens, and in developing their ability to think critically. Her passion
for the field of special education transcends the walls of her teacher education classroom and her
local community.

As is evident in her worked summarized in this letter as well as in her award portfolio and vita it
is obvious that Dr. Nicole DeClouette has a consistent record of service beyond the normal
expectations of a faculty member. Her service work has had a significant impact on GC students,
local community members who are adults with disabilities and their families, and far beyond.
Her service clearly supports the mission of the university and she has sought to make the work
sustainable through multiple sources of funding. She is an exemplary faculty member in every
way, but her passion is service within and beyond the university. Based on the attributes and the
contributions I have described, I highly recommend Dr. Nicole DeClouette for the Irene Rose
Community Service Award.

Sincerely,

Dlewerg bty

Holley M. Roberts. Ed.D.
Interim Associate Dean
John H. Lounsbury College of Education
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To the Irene Rose Service Award Selection Committee:

Please accept this letter as my enthusiastic endorsement of Dr. Nicole DeClouette for the Irene
Rose Service Award. For the past nine years I have had the pleasure of working closely with Dr.
DeClouette. She is one of the most selfless and dedicated professors I know, she is a passionate
advocate for students and adults with disabilities, and she lives to serve others. Examples of Dr.
DeClouette’s outstanding service include outreach to GC students, the University as a whole, and
our greater community at large.

First, Dr. DeClouette was one of the founding local coordinators of the Night to Shine prom, which
since has expanded to several Middle Georgia counties. This event offers adults with disabilities life-
changing and transformative experiences whereby they are celebrated for who they are as individuals
with meaning and value, often for the first time in their lives,

For nine years, Dr. DeClouette has been a leader of the Best Buddies Program, which pairs GC
students with local citizens with disabilities. I have seen the real impact this has had on countless
GC students and their buddies, changing many students’ entire perspectives on life and nurturing
within them a passion for serving others. She has played multiple roles, doing everything from
serving as a board member to raising money to participating in activities with the group’s “buddies.”

All of the ideas in the world to support those in need are meaningless without the ability to make
them come to life through funding. To this end, Dr. Declouette’s grant work has helped to bring
many programs from theoretical, paper-based ideas to real world programs that affect lives within
our community and, through grants affiliated with her outreach in Tanzania, even across the world.

One massive contribution included her participation in securing a $100,000 AWS Foundation Grant
to fund the Creative Enrichment Center, which has had a remarkable impact on the lives of local
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. This worked in concert with another grant
she helped to obtain, the $30,000 Community-based Engaged Learning Master Grant, which helps
clients engage with the community and teaches them to advocate for themselves.

Finally, she has been the recipient of two different Inclusive Postsecondary Education Federal
TPSID Grants (510,000 and $25,000, respectively) through the Center for Leadership in Disability,
which are designed to explore and hopefully create Middle Georgia’s first Inclusive Post-Secondary
Educadon program, which would allow local adults with intellectual disabilities the opportunity to
attend Georgia College.

In summary, Dr. DeClouette is a2 competent and dedicated professor with the heart of a servant
leader who gives tirelessly to her students, the University, and our community as a whole. She lives
for others. As a result, I cannot think of a more worthy recipient of the Irene Rose Service Award.

Sincerely,
o L
= e VL

Rob Sumowski, Ed. D.
Assistant Professor



