
 

 

Ranked by U.S. News & World Report as one of the best master’s level program in the south 

OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

Why Accreditation Matters for Students 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Education, accreditation “is 

the recognition that an institution maintains standards requisite 

for its graduates to gain admission to other reputable institutions 

of higher learning or to achieve credentials for professional 

practice.” A student’s best assurance for quality education is for 

an institution of higher learning to have college accreditation. For 

students, accreditation is particularly important in respects to 

receiving federal and private financial aid, credit transfer and 

acceptance at other colleges and universities, employment 

opportunities, and the benefit to sit for certification examinations 

with professional boards. For these reasons, accreditation should 

be a top criteria when selecting an institution of higher education.   

 

Accreditation is valuable to the institution, degree programs, 

employers, and most importantly, students. Georgia College & 

State University proudly maintains an extensive list of program 

accreditations. Georgia College will continue to work to provide 

high quality instruction and demonstrate a commitment to 

continuous quality enhancement by voluntarily seeking and 

maintaining accreditation through agencies that are recognized by 

the U.S. Department of Education.   

 
Georgia College & State University is accredited by the 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

 
                                     Sources: 

 http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/faqaccr.aspx 

http://www.gcsu.edu 

 

 

 

GEORGIA  

COLLEGE 

 

College of Arts & Sciences 
Commission on Peer Review & Accreditation 

(NASPAA | MPA program) 

 

College of Business 
AACSB International Accredited 

 

College of Education 
Council for the Accreditation Educator 

Preparation (CAEP) 

 

Georgia Professional Standards Commission 

(PSC) 

 

Southern Association of Colleges and 

 Schools (SACS) 

 

College of Health Sciences 
American Art Therapy Association (AATA) 

 

Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education  

(CCNE) 

 

Council for the Accreditation Educator 

Preparation (CAEP) 

 

National Association of Schools of Music 

(NASM) 

 

American Music Therapy Association (AMTA) 

 

 

 

 

http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/faqaccr.aspx
http://www.gcsu.edu/
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SAVE THE DATE!  
In appreciation of the contributions of graduate students and 

the important role they play as valued members of our 

community, Georgia College will celebrate Graduate & 

Professional Student Week in April. The celebration will feature 

events and activities for graduate students. More information 

will be announced on the Graduate Studies website in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Macon Graduate Center Closes 
After thirty-four years in Macon, the Georgia College Macon 

Center for Graduate & Professional Studies closed its doors at 

the end of fall semester. Academic programming previously 

located at the Center is still on-going. Macon graduate 

education classes are now located at Central Georgia 

Technical College, Building I; and, graduate nursing classes 

meet at Navicent Health Baldwin. For more information, 

please contact Dr. Holley Roberts, College of Education at 

478-445-3340 or Dr. Debby MacMillan, School of Nursing at 

478-445-1795.   
 

February is Black History Month 
In honor of Black History Month, we recognize Edward 

Bouchet for graduate academic achievement. Edward 

Bouchet was the first African American man to earn a Ph.D. 

He received a doctorate in Physics from Yale in 1876. He was 

among the first twenty of any race to earn a Ph.D. in Physics 

and ranked 6th in his class upon graduating from Yale. 
 

Source: www.biography.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Coordinators 

Meeting 

February 20 | March 27 

April 24  
 

Graduate Council Meeting 

March 16 
 

Spring Break  

March 19 – 23 
 

Last Day of Classes 

May 7 
 

Final Exams 

May 8 - 11 
 

Graduate Commencement 

May 11 | 6:00 p.m. 
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Graduate Coordinators Meeting 

March 27 | April 24 
 

Graduate Council Meeting 

March 16 
 

Spring Break  

March 19 – 23 
 

Summer Graduate Admissions 

Application Deadline 

April 1 
 

Final Exams 

May 8 - 11 
 

Graduate Commencement 

May 11 | 6:00 p.m. 
 

Our spring spotlight shines on Dr. Allen Gee. Dr. Gee, Professor of English 

serves as the coordinator for the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 

program. He received a M.F.A from the Writer’s Workshop at the University 

of Iowa and a Ph.D from the University of Houston. He is the author of My 

Chinese America and is currently working on a biography of Pulitzer winner, 

James Alan McPherson. Dr. Gee was recently nominated for a Pushcart Prize 

for his written work “Letter to America.” His essay “Old School” was recently 

published online at Ploughshares. Dr. Gee enjoys helping students write strong 

stories, essays, novels, and memoirs. When asked about mentoring and the 

most important advice he would give students regarding achieving 

professional success, Dr. Gee replied, “to read and write continuously and be 

consistent about finishing their manuscripts.” Dr. Gee is grateful to have a 

“great marriage, two daughters, a job that he enjoys, the ability to publish a 

lot of what he writes, and the support he receives from Georgia College in his 

research endeavors.” When not guiding students in their writing, Dr. Gee 

likes to fish, run, and travel. His office is located in RM 3-23, Arts & Sciences. 

FACULTY  

SPOTLIGHT 

 
 

News & Opportunities 
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Office of Graduate Admissions 
Parris Story,  

Assistant Director 

Kate Marshall,  

Graduate Admissions Coordinator 

Stephanie McDade,   

Graduate Admissions Specialist 
 

McIntosh | 1st Floor | 478-445-6289 

www.gcsu.edu/graduate 
 

Academic Affairs 
Dr. Costas Spirou, 

Associate Provost and 

Director of Graduate Studies 

478-445-6848 
 

 

 

 

 

News from the colleges 
College of Arts & Sciences 
 

Michael McClelland and Miller Oberman, alumni of the Georgia College MFA program, hosted an alumni 

reading February 21 in Max Noah Auditorium.  

 

College of Education 
 

Congratulations, Dr. Betta Vice! Dr. Vice, Associate Professor, Teacher Education, has been awarded the 

Regents Excellence in Teaching Award. She will be honored at a black-tie celebration with the USG 

presidents, Board of Regents officials, USG Chancellor, and Governor and First Lady Deal in Atlanta 

Friday, March 2.  

 

 Financial Aid Opportunities for Graduate School 

The rising cost of college tuition can be intimidating. Across the 

country, tuition rates at many public colleges and universities 

are steadily rising. For many graduate students the thought of 

taking on debt to finance a graduate degree can be 

discouraging. Students generally rely heavily on the federal 

government for financial aid to cover educational expenses. 

Typically, aid from the federal government is in the form of 

loans, grants, and work study, however, there are other forms 

of aid for graduate students that does not have to be repaid – 

scholarships and graduate assistantships. 

 

Georgia College has a number of scholarships available to 

graduate students. Thanks to the generosity of Georgia College 

benefactors and friends, University Advancement is able to 

offer several restricted and unrestricted scholarships. 

Unrestricted scholarships have no limiting qualifying criteria. 

Restricted scholarships are awarded according to specific 

qualification criteria. These may include program of study, 

GPA, ethnicity, gender, or geographical affiliation (county of 

residence) to name a few. Below are some examples of available 

scholarships at Georgia College. 

 

 Flannery O’Connor Alumni Scholarship (restricted) 

 Class of 1961 Endowed Scholarship (restricted) 

 Amy Anderson Endowed Scholarship (unrestricted) 

 Cory Hoyt Brown Scholarship (unrestricted) 

 

The application process opens on December 1 of every year and 

closes mid-February. Graduate students are encouraged to log 

in to Unify and explore the opportunities for scholarships 

available through the Scholarship Application System.   

 

 

.  

Noteworthy Rankings 
 

Ranked #2 Best Online College in GA 
 

Ranked #7 Most Affordable Masters  

Degrees Online 
 

Ranked #9 Best Online in Logistics & 

Supply Chain Management 
 

Ranked #21 Accredited MPA Online  
 

Ranked #39 Best Online Graduate 

Nursing Program  
 

Source: http://www.gcsu.edu/future-

students/graduate 

http://www.gcsu.edu/graduate

