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FOCUS ON 
FACULTY 
DR. HASITHA 
MAHABADUGE 
Although he has only 
been at Georgia College 
for a year and a half, 
Dr. Hasitha 
Mahabaduge has 
already  made 
important contributions 

to the College, particularly to his students. We asked 
Dr. Mahabaduge to reflect on his experiences since 
the start of his career here: 
 
“I joined Georgia College in Spring 2016. The support 
I received from my colleagues at the Department of 
Chemistry, Physics and Astronomy, Center for 
Teaching and Learning, Office of Grants and 
Sponsored Projects and the Russell Library since 
then is overwhelming. 
 
I was fortunate to take part in Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Workshop Series 
conducted by the Center for Teaching and Learning 
and was selected as one of the 10 fellows in the 
University System of Georgia’s SoTL fellows 
program. I presented my SoTL work at the first ever 
World Congress on Undergraduate Research held in 
Qatar last year and will be presenting at the 
International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching 
& Learning annual conference in (continued p. 2) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Faculty page in Unify: Some faculty members 
have reported being directed to the Staff page 
when they log onto Unify. Faculty, please 
make sure you are on the Faculty site after 
you have logged into unify.gcsu.edu. After you 
have logged in, you should see the following 
screen: 

 
If you do not see the Faculty screen, please 
contact SERVE at serve@gcsu.edu or call 445- 
7378. 

mailto:serve@gcsu.edu
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Calgary, Canada. One major highlight of this journey 
was co-presenting with two of my students at the 
USG Teaching and Learning Conference in Athens. 
Though I have presented in many conferences, 
sharing the stage with my students was a rewarding 
experience. 

Over the summer of 2017 I participated in an NSF- 
funded Research Experience for Faculty and 
Students program at the University of Nebraska 
Lincoln together with junior physics major 
Nowsherwan Sultan. For 10 weeks we had the 
opportunity of using the state of the art 
instruments at the University of Nebraska Lincoln to 
work on ferroelectric materials which has 
applications in magnetic memory and tunnel 
junctions. The stories we bring back from these 
experiences will inspire both our faculty and 
students to apply for these competitive grants and 
get exposed to rigorous research.” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CTL WORKSHOPS 
SRIS Workshop: Completing the Faculty 
Information Form, Wednesday, September 20, 
Thursday, September 21, 12:00-12:50 CTL 
Classroom, Library 376 

GC Journeys/LEAP Initiative workshop, Friday, 
September 29, 12:00-1:30, Location TBA 

Teaching with Technology Series: Getting Started 
with Nearpod, Tuesday, October 3, 12:15-12:45, 
CTL Classroom, Library 376 

Writing Retreat: Monday, October 9 and Tuesday, 
October 10, 9AM-3PM, CTL Classroom, Library 376. 
If you are not traveling over Fall Break, why not use 
the time to get caught up on some writing. CTL will 
provide laptops, quiet space, light refreshments, 
and the opportunity to receive feedback from 
peers. 

CLASSROOM REDESIGN IN A&S 
Four classrooms in Arts and Sciences are being 
redesigned to serve as active learning 
classrooms. The following classrooms will have 
new technology and furnishings to allow for 
more interactive, technology-enhanced 
teaching and learning to take place: A&S 1-38, 
2-39, 3-60 and 3-70.

Faculty are already noticing a positive impact 
from the redesigned classrooms. Dr. Juli 
Gittinger, Department of Philosophy and 
Liberal Studies, recently shared her 
impressions of the redesigned classroom with 
Ken Procter, Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences: “I am teaching all 4 of my courses in 
room 239 and I can tell you it is fantastic. As I 
come in the room in the morning, the students 
have rolled their chairs into little clusters, 
socializing and talking, rather than sitting 
facing forward in tidy rows staring at their 
phones. To me, that is already cultivating a 
more friendly atmosphere that I suspect will 
be productive when discussion time comes.” 
(quoted with permission) 

Dr. Gittinger and students in A&S 2-39 

https://tlc.wfu.edu/teaching-resources/active-learning-classrooms/
https://tlc.wfu.edu/teaching-resources/active-learning-classrooms/

