






 

 
 
 
 

February 28, 2020 
 
Dear Excellence Award Judges, 
 
I write in support of the nomination of Nancy Beasley for this year’s award in service.  Ms. 
Beasley has for the entirety of her career here at Georgia College been an innovative and 
energetic teacher in the English Department.  But she has also been a dependable leader on 
campus in particular for her advocacy always of what is right and valuable for our students, 
and it is this commitment to the liberal-arts mission of the institution that truly 
distinguishes her as an exemplary servant of the university. 
 
As an instructor who knows the power of a liberal-arts educational model to foster student 
success, Ms. Beasley regularly seeks out opportunities to improve her teaching in response 
to changing student needs, such as in her participation in the Designing for Transformative 
Learning workshop last summer, and in her participation in workshops on innovative 
instructional technologies.  As part of her dedication to her students, Ms. Beasley regularly 
holds expanded office hours to help students advance in the classes they have with her, but 
also to help them to progress in their college careers.  As such, these hours frequently 
function as advising sessions, and Ms. Beasley has in this way gained a deserved reputation 
as a champion for her students, many of whom keep in close contact after their classes with 
her are long over.  In this enthusiasm in going beyond the strict bounds of the service she 
owes her students as an instructor, Ms. Beasley demonstrates how, in the best liberal-arts 
tradition, learning should not be confined to a classroom.  So, if I try to limit myself in my 
support of her nomination only to those activities that might be generally understood 
under the Service heading, it is not surprising that I find again and again Ms. Beasley’s 
dedication first and foremost to teaching her students to be the driving force behind all of 
her laudable activity. 
 
Ms. Beasley has served this institution well throughout her thirty-one years of full-time 
employment, and as a measure of her service always looks to combine larger efforts with 
her own individual development.  For example, in a period of time in which General 
Education has rightly become a focus for innovation throughout the USG, Ms. Beasley does 
not merely provide leadership on the General Education committee, but she also has 
challenged herself to add to her already impressive success in teaching the signature 
course at Georgia College, the GCXY.  Specifically, she has designed a new GC2Y on The 
Politics, Philosophy, and Poetry of Dr. Seuss, capturing students’ interest in an innovative 
way to allow them to find exciting new dimensions to an oeuvre they think they already 
know. 
 
This pattern holds true for many other of Ms. Beasley’s efforts.  Through her deserved 
reputation as an outstanding teacher, she has also served as one of the department’s most 
important de facto recruiters of majors, a connection that carries over into her service to



 

the department as Faculty Advisor for the Literary Guild since 2011, the student 
organization associated with the department, but also the university’s GC Reads 
Committee, where she serves to help “recruit” engaged and enthusiastic learners for all of 
the campus’s majors, as both committee member and faculty participant.  Similarly, if she 
has for a long time served as an instructor for the Bridge Scholars program, teaching 
courses for the program over the summer, she has also contributed to its recruiting as an 
interviewer for its applicants.  Again, if she has repeatedly taken upon herself leadership in 
the area of teaching composition for the department, she has also served on the 
department’s Composition Committee, providing increased support especially for the 
graduate-assistant instructors.  She has also served in the past year on the university’s 
First-Year-Writing Task Force, which has sought to coordinate the efforts of campus-wide 
stakeholders.  Once again, if the pattern is not already familiar, we see her in the past year 
not just parlaying her concern for students’ skills in information literacy in her own classes 
through her adoption of Special Institutional Assignments related to the Digital 
Polarization Team, but also serving on the DigiPo Initiative committee for the university. 
 
The guidance given for global citizenship is, we are told, to “Think Globally, Act Locally,” but 
Ms. Beasley’s extraordinary example gives us an even clearer and more active guidance for 
campus citizenship, something along the lines of “If you are a teacher, make the campus 
your classroom.”  But even then such an exhortation would be too limiting, as Ms. Beasley’s 
service extends off-campus, too.  She has volunteered for the past five years for 
organizations such as the Café Central Soup Kitchen in Milledgeville, Milledgeville Cares, 
and the Milledgeville Food Pantry.  Ms. Beasley serves as committee member on the Lucy 
Harrington Service Organization in town as well, a group that supports local and state 
mission projects through the United Methodist Ministry, and as member on the Young Life 
Committee, which supports the Young Life Organization on the Georgia College campus but 
also at local schools.  Some of this community service has also involved her classes at 
Georgia College, as her instruction of a GC1Y course on Utopias has regularly involved as its 
final assignment a service-learning project benefiting area organizations such as the 
Greenway Cleanup Project and the American Democracy Project, through which students 
can explore how their actions can make a beneficial impact on regional issues. 
 
So, we return full-circle in such a way to Ms. Beasley as a teacher, where her passion truly 
lies.  What her example shows us is if the university is a place of Public Intellectuals, it is 
also a place of Public Teachers, influential figures who serve to guide not just the thinking 
of a community but also its learning and doing.  It is an honor and a pleasure to be able to 
recommend Ms. Beasley to you with such enthusiasm. 
 
Best, 
 

 
Matthew H. Pangborn 
Professor and Chair, Department of English 
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