


 
February 5, 2021 
 
Dr. Jim Berger 
Director, Center for Teaching and Learning 
Georgia College & State University 
231 W. Hancock Street 
Milledgeville, GA 31061 
 
Dear Dr. Berger, 
 
This letter is to nominate The Department of Special Education for the Outstanding 
Department Award. The Special Education Department continues to achieve amazing 
things. First, this Department has four very active degree options available, including a 
bachelor’s program for undergraduates, a very active Master of Arts in Teaching 
program leading to certification, a Master of Education program for teachers that are 
already certified, and a Specialist program for educators that want to continue in their 
career progression. They recently added a Dyslexia undergraduate and graduate option 
and Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports certificate. These programs are 
provided by three tenured faculty (Drs. Wills, DeClouette, & Sumowski), two tenure-
track faculty (Drs. Grimes & Muschaweck), and two limited term faculty (Drs. Smith & 
Crook), and a host of part-time faculty.  
 
One thing that sets the departmental faculty apart from others, is their participation in 
professional development and professional service for the college, university, and 
community. All faculty have participated in Dr. Cynthia Alby’s Transformative Design 
course, are advocates of the Quality Matters program, and are involved in book circles 
and learning communities. They are also heavily involved in service as seen in the 
following examples. 

• Dr. DeClouette’s work as the Academic Policy Committee Chair, Presiding 
Officer and Executive Committee Chair of the University Senate, Secretary of the 
Curriculum and Assessment Policy Committee, member of the Call Me MISTER 
Advisory Board, and member of the President’s Commission on Diversity are just 
a few examples of her recent service. She also serves as the GCSU 
representative to the Best Buddies Program, the Creative Enrichment Center 
Advisory Board, and the Tim Tebow Night to Shine Prom for Adults with 
Developmental Disabilities. Dr. DeClouette also provides study abroad options to 
England and Tanzania. She is currently the COE Associate Dean. 

• Dr. Sumowski serves as a leader on the Professional Standards Commission 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports Board and collaborates with the 
Georgia Attorney General’s Office on matters related to Special Education. He 
also serves on Teacher of the Year Committees and is the faculty advisor to 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Additionally, Dr. Sumowski and Dr. DeClouette are the 
project directors for the Inclusive Postsecondary Education Program at GCSU. 

• Dr. Wills coordinates the Special Education programs, serves on the COE 
Assessment Committee, advises the dean with his service on the Purpose and 



 
Direction Committee, reviews for the Preventing School Failure Journal, and is a 
team member for the Call Me MiSTER program. 

• Dr. Muschaweck is in her first year at GCSU and is already leading a committee 
to review the Special Education Ed.S program and is a Scholarship of Teaching 
and Learning Fellow. 

• Dr. Grimes is the Chair of the COE Curriculum Committee and a member of the 
Constitution Week Committee. She also serves on many search committees, 
advises for Kappa Delta Pi, and is involved in the Night to Shine program. 

• All faculty in the program are using iPad technology to show teacher candidates 
how to use technology effectively for instruction to PreK-12 students with special 
needs. Additionally, faculty support the local schools with professional 
development for teachers such as Dr. Sumowski’s three years in helping Baldwin 
County Schools integrate PBIS and Dr. Grimes working with Hancock County 
Schools. They also are heavily involved in assessment and reporting at the 
national, state, and university levels. One departmental example of assessment 
is the incorporation of the Teacher Work Sample portfolio that is an example of 
planning and development that assesses if the candidate is actually ready for the 
classroom on day one. 

 
The Departmental faculty are also involved in scholarly activity. Some faculty visited 
Finland and then presented their findings at professional conferences. All faculty are 
active in international and national presentations and scholarly research leading to 
publications. 
 
As a Department, the Special Education Department boasts a rating as a top 20 
program in the nation according to Teacher.org. They also have a 100% pass rate for 
the Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators (GACE) and the edTPA 
pedagogy assessment. Graduation rates are in the top percentage and all graduates 
that choose to join the workforce are hired, most before they even graduate. There are 
many graduates that have been selected as teacher of the year in their school and 
district. Individually, faculty have won many awards. Some examples include the Craig 
Turner Service Award (Dr. Wills), the Irene Rose Community Service Award (Dr. 
DeClouette), and Dr. Sumowski’s selection to represent the university’s for the Charles 
Dunn Award from COPLAC.  

 
In closing, I enthusiastically support the Special Education’s nomination as the 
Outstanding Department Award for 2021. Please feel free to contact me if there are any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Dr. Joseph Peters, Dean 
Georgia College, College of Education 
220 Kilpatrick Education Center 
Milledgeville, GA 31061 
478-445-2518, Joseph.Peters@gcsu.edu 

mailto:Joseph.Peters@gcsu.edu





































