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Awards Committee                October 28, 2016 

Letter of Nomination for Dr. John Swinton 

 

I am writing to nominate John Swinton for the award for Excellence in University 

Service.  John’s commitment to service is exemplary and his impact is far reaching. He has 

proven himself willing and able to improve his department, university, profession, and even local 

community.  All the while, John maintains an enthusiasm for his service work that is contagious 

and inspires others to serve as well.   

John showed initiative for service to his university and community early in his career at 

Georgia College. He began working here in the fall of 2002 and by 2003 he was the 

administrator of the Black Youth & Business Program (which later became the Minority Youth 

& Business Program) and director of the Center for Economic Education.  The Minority Youth 

& Business Program helps expose an underserved group to the business world by teaching them 

how businesses function via a multiday competition.  This program would not exist if not for 

John’s leadership and constant fundraising efforts.  Having served as a judge for this business 

plan competition, I can confirm that John’s work has been impressive.  He fosters great 

enthusiasm for learning and a desire to succeed among the kids who participate in the program.   

As a university, we need to connect to and engage with the local community in a mutually 

beneficial way.  John’s work with the program is an example of how we can do exactly that. 

John is passionate about economic education and has worked tirelessly to improve it 

across the country. The Center for Economic Education, which John has been solely responsible 

for since 2003, strives to improve economic education.  John also serves on the Georgia Council 

and the National Council of Economic Education.  His workshops in high school economic 

education have improved countless classrooms nationwide.  Having worked with John on 

economic education research, I can say with confidence that he thinks carefully about the impact 

of education on society and how current teaching techniques and pedagogical research intersect 

to shape education policy at the high school and college level. This is an invaluable service to his 

profession. 

John has also proven himself dedicated to serving Georgia College.  He has served on the 

University Senate since 2006 and served as Presiding Officer during the 2015-16 academic year.  

He has served on numerous department, college, and university-level committees that have been 

http://www.gcsu.edu/humanresources/training-and-professional-development
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instrumental to the success of this institution.  While committee service is not inherently 

impressive, John’s effort and desire to make positive change across the university through his 

committee work is remarkable.  In my opinion, his most important efforts were as chair of the 

core curriculum subcommittee.  He fought very hard to make sure the new courses approved 

following the core revision would be beneficial to students.  John received a lot of pushback for 

his efforts, but he continued to fight for what he felt was best for our students. 

I am honored to recommend John Swinton for the 2016 Excellence in University Service 

award. Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Christopher Clark, Professor 

Department of Economics and Finance 
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        March 7, 2017 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern:      

 

     It is my pleasure to write this letter for Dr. John Swinton in support of his application for the 

Georgia College (GC) Excellence in University Service Award.  He is a valuable member of the 

Economics and Finance Department and has provided to the GC community a variety of 

excellent services over the years.  His tenure at GC started in the fall of 2002 and his first major 

service role was his appointment as the Director of the Georgia College Center for Economic 

Education, a position he continues to hold to this day.  This center has become one of the most 

active in the state of Georgia.  It delivers workshops and provides instruction materials to 

Georgia K-12 teachers to assist with their economic education teaching efforts in area schools.  

Additional activities of the Center include helping teachers who oversee the Advanced 

Placement (AP) economics exams at their schools and those who choose to use the national 

Stock Market Game as part of their economic/financial literacy curriculum.  He has also been 

asked to serve in several key national and state leadership positions in the economic education 

community, rising to chair of the Research Committee of the National Association of Economic 

Educators from 2009 through 2012.  For his excellent service to the Association, he was chosen 

as the 2010 Rising Star Award winner.   

     He has also been an integral part of the Minority Youth and Business (MYB) Program here at 

GC.  This program offers minority high school students an opportunity to spend a week on our 

campus, enjoying many of the aspects of a college community, while learning how to create and 

present a business plan.  This program has been quite successful over the years, obtaining 

financial support from several different organizations, and winning the Excellence in Free 

Market Education Leavey Award, given annually by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge.   

For many years, he served as the faculty advisor to GC’s SIFE (Students in Free Enterprise) club 

which regularly competed successfully in regional and national competitions. 
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     Dr. Swinton has served many years (2006 to the present) as a university senator representing 

the Economics and Finance Department.  During this time he provided valuable input to monthly 

meetings and was selected to serve in several key leadership roles including Presiding Officer of 

the University Senate and Chair of the CAPC committee.  He has also provided valuable services 

to many other college of business and department committees during his years at GC.      

     Finally, I would like to point out that his service to the economics profession goes well 

beyond those listed above.  He regularly reviews academic journal articles and grant proposals 

for a variety of professional organizations.   In my opinion, Dr. Swinton is well deserving of this 

award for his many years of dedicated service to Georgia College.  I wholeheartedly recommend 

him for this year’s Georgia College Excellence in University Service Award.  Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me if additional information is needed to support his nomination.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

        

       W. Ken Farr 

 

       W. Ken Farr, Chair 

       Department of Economics and Finance 

 

http://www.gcsu.edu/humanresources/training-and-professional-development










John Robbins Swinton, Ph.D. – Service Summary 
Service to Institution 

 Director, Center for Economic Education (2003 to present) 

 Treasurer, Phi Kappa Phi (2016-2017) 

Presiding Officer University Senate (2015-16) 

Presiding Officer Elect University Senate (2014-15)  

Chair Subcommittee on Core Curriculum (2011-2014) 

 Chair Curriculum and Assessment Policy Committee of University Senate (2008-2010) 

 Faculty Senator (2006 to present) 

 Strategic Management Committee (2005-2015) 

Faculty Advisor, “Students in Free Enterprise” (2003 to 2008) 

Provost Search Committee (2008-2009) 

Chair, Faculty Search Committee (2007/2008) 

 Faculty Search Committee (2003/2004) 

Service to Community 

Administrator, “Black Youth & Business Program,” (2003 to 2009) and “Minority Youth 

& Business Program” (2010 to present)  

 “Your Credit Counts Challenge” NCEE pilot community workshop Macedonia Baptist 

Church, Macon GA (March 2004) 

Service to Professional Groups 

 Chair Research Committee, National Association of Economic Educators (2010-2013) 

 Chair Georgia Council on Economic Education Research Committee (2005-present) 

 Executive Committee Georgia Council on Economic Education (2005-present) 

 Editorial Board, Journal of Consumer Education (2008-present) 

 Referee Service to numerous publication 

Teacher In-Service Workshops Lead (Center for Economic Education) 

“AP Economics”: Monopoly and Externality, September 2013, Perfect Competition, 

September 2011, Game Theory and Factor Markets, September 2010 

“Virtual Economics” October, 2008 

“Teaching the Teacher: Economics in the Classroom,” GCEE Pilot workshop June 27 to 

July 1, 2005 

“Financial Fitness for Life,” GCEE workshop May 2004 and December 2003 

“The Stock Market Game,” GCEE workshop (September and January 2003-2015)  

Presentations to Community Groups: 

“What ‘Financial Fitness for Life’ has to Offer to Your Non-Profit” Milledgeville Cares 

7/18/14.  

“How to Tell a Good Tax System from a Bad Tax System” Milledgeville Kiwanis Club 

11/23/2010. 

Teacher Materials Created 

 Test Bank: Asarta and Butters Economics, McGraw Hill 

Cookie Trade: Comparative Advantage Lesson Plan Using Cookies  

Honors and Awards: 

National Association of Economic Educators and Council for Economic Education 

“Henry H. Villard Research Award,” October, 2013 

Phi Kappa Phi April, 2012, Omicron Delta Kappa November, 2005 

National Association of Economic Educators “Rising Star Award,” October, 2010 

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge “Leavey Award for Excellence in Free Market 

Education,” March, 2006 



John Robbins Swinton, Ph.D. 
The J. Whitney Bunting School of Business, Campus Box 14 

Georgia College and State University 

Milledgeville, GA 31061 

john.swinton@GCSU.edu  

Education: 

 Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics, Oberlin College (May, 1986) 

 Masters of Science degree in Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison (May, 1991) 

Doctorate of Philosophy degree in Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison (May, 

1996) 

Fields of Research Interest: 

 Economic Education  

 Environmental and Natural Resource Economics 

 Public Economics 

Service to Profession  

Georgia Council on Economic Education Executive Committee (2008 to present) 

National Association of Economic Educators, Research Committee (2004 to present) 

Chair (2010 to 2013) 

Georgia Council on Economic Education, Research Committee (2004 to present), Chair 

(2006 to present) 

Associate Editor, Journal of Consumer Education (2011 to present) 

EPA STAR Grant reviewer (2006 and 2007) 

Service to Community 

Administrator, “Black Youth & Business Program,” (2003 to 2009) and “Minority Youth 

& Business Program” (2010 to present)  

Faculty Advisor, “Students in Free Enterprise” (2003 to 2008) 

 “Your Credit Counts Challenge” NCEE pilot community workshop Macedonia Baptist 

Church, Macon GA (March 2004) 

 “An Economic Analysis of the Fiscal Impact of Brownfield Investment on Inter-City 

Property Values,” an EPA-sponsored analysis for the City of Clearwater, FL (1996-1998) 

Service to Institution 

 Director, Center for Economic Education (2003 to present) 

 Treasurer, Phi Kappa Phi (2016-2017) 

Presiding Officer University Senate (2015-16) 

Presiding Officer Elect University Senate (2014-15)  

Chair Subcommittee on Core Curriculum (2011 to 2014) 

 Chair Curriculum and Assessment Policy Committee of University Senate (2008 to 2010) 

 Faculty Senator (2006 to present) 

 Chair, Faculty Search Committee (2007/2008) 

 Faculty Search Committee (2003/2004) 

 Strategic Management Committee (2005 to 2015) 

Publications in Refereed Journals: 

“Who Takes Advanced Placement (AP)”.  Eastern Economic Journal, 41(3): 346-369 

(2015). (with Benjamin Scafidi and Christopher Clark) 

“The Effects of Algebra and Geometry Skills on Performance in High School 

Economics”. Perspectives on Economic Education Research, 9(2): 54-64 (2015) (with 

Brent A. Evans and M. Kathleen Thomas) 

mailto:john.swinton@GCSU.edu


“Technology in the Aid of Delivering Economic Content to Teachers: Virtual Economics 

v. 3” Education Research International vol. 2012, Article ID 126313, 10 pages, 2012. 

doi:10.1155/2012/126313. (with Benjamin Scafidi) 

“The Impact of High School Economics Workshops for Teachers on Student 

Achievement.”  Eastern Economic Journal 38(3):401-16(2012) (with Benjamin Scafidi, 

and Howard C. Woodard). 

“Does AP Improve Student Achievement in Economics?” The American Economist. 

LVII(1):1-20 (2012)  (with Christopher Clark and Benjamin Scafidi) . 

“Do Peers Influence Achievement in High School Economics? Evidence from Georgia’s 

Economics End of Course Test” The Journal of Economic Education 42(1):1-16 (2011) 

(with Christopher Clark and Benjamin Scafidi). 

“Does In-Service Professional Learning for High School Economics Teachers Improve 

Student Achievement?” Education Economics 18(4): 395-405 (2010) (with Thomas 

DeBerry, Benjamin Scafidi, and Howard C. Woodard). 

“The Benefits of the Kyoto Protocols to Developing Countries” Environment, 

Development and Sustainability 10:731-743 (2008, web published 2/14/2007) (with 

Amin Sarkar). 

“The Impact of Financial Education Workshops for Teachers on Students’ Economics 

Achievement,” The Journal of Consumer Education 27: 63-77 (2007) (with Thomas W. 

DeBerry, Benjamin Scafidi and Howard C. Woodard). 

“Phase I Completed: An Empirical Assessment of the 1990 CAAA,” Environmental and 

Resource Economics 27:227-46 (2004). 

“The Potential for Cost Savings in the SO2 Allowance Market: Empirical Evidence from 

Florida,” Land Economics, 78:3 pp. 390-404 (August 2002). 

“Using Empirical Elasticities to Teach Tax Incidence: The 1996 Florida Sugar Tax,” The 

Journal of Economic Education, 32:4 pp. 356-68 (Fall 2001) (with Christopher R. 

Thomas). 

“At What Cost Do We Reduce Pollution?: Shadow Prices of SO2 Emissions,” The 

Energy Journal, 19: pp. 63-83 (1998). 

“The Price of Pollution: A Dual Approach to Valuing SO2 Allowances,” Journal of 

Environmental Economics and Management, 30:  pp. 58-72 (1996) (with Jay Coggins). 

Under Review: 

“Online Vs. Face-to-Face: Pilot Study of a Comparison of Student Outcomes with 

Random Assignment”. International Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning. (with J.J. Arias and Kay Anderson) 

Teacher Materials  

 Test Bank: Asarta and Butters Economics, McGraw Hill 

Cookie Trade: Comparative Advantage Lesson Plan Using Cookies  

Other Publications: 

“Kyoto to Copenhagen – Opportunities and Constraints for Developing Countries,” 

Modern Energy Review 1:1 Touch Briefings. pp. 13-15 (2009).  

“Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Corporate World, and Economics Incentives for Developing 

Countries” International Journal of Global Business and Economics 2:3: 1-13 (2009) 

(with Amin Sarkar). 

“Regulatory Reform Reaps a Double Reward for Florida,” Policy Outlook, Center for 

Economic and Policy Analysis, University of South Florida, 1:1 (Fall, 2001). 

“Florida Sugar Policy and the Economics of Everglades Restoration,” Interdisciplinary 

Environmental Review Proceedings 1999, I: pp. 107-127 (1999) (with Ingrid Bartsch). 



“Service-Sector Wages: The Importance of Education,” Economic Commentary, Federal  

Reserve Bank of Cleveland, 12/15/88. 

“Has Manufacturing’s Presence in the Economy Diminished?” Economic Commentary, 

  Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, 1/1/88 (with Randall Eberts). 

Major Research Grants (> $10,000) 

Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

grant (with Georgia College & State University): “Do Teacher Credentials and 

Characteristics Impact Teacher Effectiveness in High School Economics?,” $70,000, 3/12 

– 3/13. 

Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

grant (with Georgia College & State University and Georgia Council on Economic 

Education): “Translating High School Success into College Performance in Economic 

Education,” $50,000, 1/11 – 6/12. 

Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

grant (with Georgia College & State University and GCEE): “Determinants of Student 

Success in Economics Education,” $50,000, 1/09 – 6/10. 

Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

grant (with Georgia College & State University): “High School Economics Workshops 

and Peer Effects in Student Learning,” $50,000, 1/08 – 6/09. 

 Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

 grant (with Georgia Council on Economic Education): “Determinants of Student Success 

 in Economics Education,” $52,000, 1/07 – 6/08. 

Excellence in Economic Education, National Council on Economic Education matching 

grant (with Georgia Council on Economic Education): “Does Professional Learning for 

High School Economics Teachers Improve Student Achievement?”  $40,000, 1/06 – 6/07. 

Presentations to Community Groups: 

“What ‘Financial Fitness for Life’ has to Offer to Your Non-Profit” Milledgeville Cares 

7/18/14.  

“How to Tell a Good Tax System from a Bad Tax System” Milledgeville Kiwanis Club 

11/23/2010. 

Honors and Awards: 

National Association of Economic Educators and Council for Economic Education 

“Henry H. Villard Research Award,” October, 2013 

Phi Kappa Phi April, 2012, Omicron Delta Kappa November, 2005 

National Association of Economic Educators “Rising Star Award,” October, 2010 

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge “Leavey Award for Excellence in Free Market 

Education,” March, 2006 

Sam Walton Fellowship 2004 to 2008 

Outstanding Service Learning Project 2002-2003, Office of Experiential Learning  

Teacher In-Service Workshops Lead (Center for Economic Education) 

“AP Economics”: Monopoly and Externality, September 2013, Perfect Competition, 

September 2011, Game Theory and Factor Markets, September 2010 

“Virtual Economics” October, 2008 

“Teaching the Teacher: Economics in the Classroom,” GCEE Pilot workshop June 27 to 

July 1, 2005 

“Financial Fitness for Life,” GCEE workshop May 2004 and December 2003 

“The Stock Market Game,” GCEE workshop Every September and January 2003 to 

present. 
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